[When should a cardiologist refer a patient with aortic valve disease to a surgeon?].
In general, aortic stenosis and regurgitation are the 2 main aortic valve diseases which require surgical treatment. Surgical indication for each has been described in detail in the guidelines established by the Japanese Circulation Society and American Heart Association/American College of Cardiology (AHA/ACC). Most of the cases we daily encounter in clinical practice can be managed within the guideline, although the patient's many other factors are needed to be taken into consideration. On the contrary, in those cases with the conditions which are not mentioned in the guidelines, diagnosis and decisions are always difficult to make. In this article, we are to discuss how to manage cases within and without the guidelines.